ENDORSING THE U.S. CONFERENCE OF MAYORS 2014 RESOLUTION CALLING FOR CONSTRUCTIVE GOOD FAITH U.S. PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT FORUMS

WHEREAS, the City of ________________________ is charged with protecting the health, safety, and welfare of its residents, and

WHEREAS, Article VI of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT), which entered into force in 1970, and is part of the supreme law of the land pursuant to Article VI of the U.S. Constitution, states: “Each of the Parties to the Treaty undertakes to pursue negotiations in good faith on effective measures relating to cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarmament”; and  

WHEREAS, in 1996, the International Court of Justice (ICJ), the judicial branch of the United Nations (UN) and the highest court in the world on questions of international law, issued an authoritative interpretation of Article VI, unanimously concluding: “There exists an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict and effective international control”; and

WHEREAS, forty-four years after the NPT entered into force, an estimated 16,400 nuclear weapons, most held by the U.S. and Russia, pose an intolerable threat to humanity, and there are no disarmament negotiations on the horizon; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. and the eight other nuclear weapon possessing states are investing an estimated $100 billion annually to maintain and modernize their nuclear arsenals while actively planning to deploy nuclear weapons for the foreseeable future; and

WHEREAS, the U.S.- Russian conflict over the Ukraine may lead to a new era of confrontation between nuclear-armed powers, and nuclear tensions in the Middle East, Southeast Asia and on the Korean peninsula remind us that the potential for nuclear war is ever present; and
WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors at its June 2014 Annual Meeting unanimously adopted a resolution “Calling for Constructive Good Faith U.S. Participation in International Nuclear Disarmament Forums”; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of___________________________ commends the U.S. Conference of Mayors for its bold vision and leadership in recognizing the urgent need for nuclear disarmament and ENDORSES its resolution “Calling for Constructive Good Faith U.S. Participation in International Nuclear Disarmament Forums”; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the clerk of the City of ________________________ is directed to transmit copies of this resolution to the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the President of the United States, and our Congressional Representatives. 

The U.S. Conference of Mayors resolution “Calling for Constructive Good Faith U.S. Participation in International Nuclear Disarmament Forums” is attached.  
[The resolution, with its list of 27 sponsoring mayors can be downloaded at http://wslfweb.org/docs/MSPUSCMsponsorsfinal.pdf.  The official version is available at www.usmayors.org/resolutions/82nd_Conference/international08.asp (does not include sponsors).]
