Declaration by the Haifa Conference for a Nuclear Weapons and Weapons of Mass
Destruction Free Zone in the Middle East held in Haifa - Israel 5-6 December 2013
Frightened by the immediate threat of another catastrophic war in the Middle East, with its
resources that underlie the economies of major global powers, and the derailed Helsinki
conference that would have created a process for precluding such a war, an historic
Conference was initiated by Israeli citizens under the slogan, "If Israel won't come to Helsinki,
Helsinki will come to Israel." A coalition of current and former Israeli parliamentarians and local
and international peace and human rights activists met in Haifa, Israel, on December 5, - 6,
2013, to call for a zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) in the Middle East and for a world free of nuclear weapons.
In a letter of greeting sent to the Conference, former U.S. President Jimmy Carter wrote: "A
middle East free of weapons of mass destruction is a reasonable and attainable goal." And he
added: "I commend the conference organizers on this important initiative and call on all states
in the region to take immediate steps to rid this volatile part of the world of these dangerous
weapons."
The Haifa Conference affirmed support for prompt convening of the Helsinki Conference on
creating such a WMD-free zone:
•
•
•
•

Unanimously mandated by the NPT Review Conference at the United Nations (UN) in New
York in 2010;
Demanded by most of the High Level representatives of governments meeting on nuclear
disarmament at the UN in New York in September 2013;
Reaffirmed by the General Assembly of the UN in December 2013; and
Endorsed by the Non Aligned Movement.

We recognize the importance of the two agreements that for now avoid war: Syria to abolish its
chemical weapons; and Iran with the international group of nations, to diplomatically address
their differences over Iran's nuclear program. We welcome the upcoming negotiations in
Geneva to end the war in Syria and the ongoing negotiations with Iran.
The Haifa Conference welcomes the formation of the Israeli Coalition for Nuclear Weapons
and WMD Disarmament in the Middle East that was built in the process of preparing this
conference. The Israeli coalition will take upon itself the responsibility to broaden its circles of
activity and bring more participants into this new public discourse, while forging relationships
with similar-minded organizations in the region and the world. The members of the coalition
believe that the time of nuclear ambiguity has long since passed, and that the global and
regional circumstances demand a new policy. This policy would recognize the end of the
Israeli nuclear monopoly. With two options posed before us - either nuclear weapons for all , or
complete WMD disarmament in the region , including Israel, Iran, Saudi Arabia and others- our

choice is very clear: we stand for a Middle East Free of Nuclear Weapons and all Weapons of
Mass Destruction.
The coalition rejects all racist phrase-mongering and threats of regional wars, rejects all
encouragements about the usage of violence or WMDs.
Fifty years having passed since the Dimona Reactor was built, the Israeli coalition believes
that now is the time for new anti-nuclear thinking that will save citizens in Israel and the
peoples of the region from the horror of nuclear weapons - not only in the case that Israel is
attacked with these weapons, but also in the case that it becomes the attacker. We endorse
the demands of the coalition on the state of Israel:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

Determined and persistent activity to achieve a Middle East free of nuclear weapons and all
WMD;
Constructive, good faith participation in the Helsinki Conference;
Attendance at the February 2014 Mexico Conference on the Humanitarian Impacts of
Nuclear Weapons;
Accession to and ratification of all treaties and instruments related to nuclear and all
weapons of mass destruction;
Cessation and prohibition of acquisition, production, stockpiling, threat or use of nuclear
weapons;
Subjecting all nuclear facilities to International Energy Agency safeguards, monitoring and
verification;
Full public disclosure of radioactive and toxic contamination by the Dimona facilities of the
air, soil and ground water, endangering the health and environment of Israelis, Palestinians
and the peoples of all neighboring countries and the Mediterranean Sea;
Closure, decommissioning, containment, remediation and full public disclosure of all other
weapons-of-mass-destruction facilities;
The nuclear disarmament and complete halt of all plans to develop nuclear weapons
throughout the region , must be a very essential part of achieving peace. And should help
ending the Israeli occupation of Palestinian and Arab territories as part of a just , peaceful
and lasting solution; and
The equal participation of women at all levels of discussion, advocacy and diplomacy in
implementation of these demands.

We call upon the international community to support the above demands of the Israeli coalition
and to further the campaign for a Nuclear Weapons and WMD Free Zone in the Middle East
by:
•
•
•
•

Publicizing the existence of the Israeli coalition;
Circulating this Declaration;
Circulating the petition calling for the UN to promptly hold the Helsinki conference; and
Promoting implementation of the above demands.

With profound sorrow this Conference learned of the death of Nelson Mandela. We consider
our efforts to be a continuation of the goals to which he dedicated his life - liberation,
reconciliation and nuclear abolition.
All of these efforts in this critical time will help lead to the global elimination of nuclear weapons
and weapons of mass destruction, thus reducing the tensions and disputes that lead to war.
We accept the obligation to implement this Declaration.

Global Petition for Peace in the Middle East
Initiated by the Haifa Conference for a Nuclear Weapons and Weapons of Mass
Destruction Free Zone in the Middle East held in Haifa, Israel 5-6 December 2013
To the President of the General Assembly of the United Nations and Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon:
We wish to avoid the threat of a new and catastrophic war in the Middle East.
The NPT Review Conference in 2010 agreed unanimously to hold a conference inclusive of all
states in the region in Helsinki, Finland, to create a zone free of Nuclear Weapons and
Weapons of Mass Destruction in the Middle East.
The Non-Aligned Movement unanimously endorsed this conference. At the high level meeting
of the UN in September 2013, most speakers called for this conference to take place. The
General Assembly in December 2013 affirmed its support for this conference.
In the name of peace we demand the convening of the postponed Helsinki Conference.

Israeli Coalition
Issam Makhoul Chairperson of Emil Touma Institute for Palestinian and Israeli Studies
Former MK
Avraham Burg Senior Fellow and International Coordinator in Bruno Kreisky Forum for
International Dialogue, Former Speaker of Israeli Knesset
Prof. Naomi Chazan Dean of School of Government and Society in the Academic College of
Tel-Aviv-Yaffo
Dr. Dov Khenin, MK
Mossi Raz Former MK, Chairperson of the of the "Israeli Anti-Nuclear Movement"
Tamar Gozansky President of the Movement of Democratic Women in Israel, Former MK
Gideon Spiro Journalist and Member of the Committee for a Middle East Free from Atomic,
Biological and Chemical Weapons
Dr. Ruchama Marton President and Founder of Physicians for Human Rights - Israel
Prof. Colman Altman Emeritus Professor, Department of Physics, Technion-Israel Institute of
Technology
Aida Touma-Sliman Director of Women Against Violenc, Editor of Alitihad
Sharon Dolev Director of the Israeli Anti-Nuclear Movement
Prof. Avishai Ehrlich Academic College of Tel-Aviv-Yaffo
Dr. John Assi An-Najah University, Director of the UNESCO Chair
Akiva Eldar Al-monitor, Journalist
Adam Keller Gush Shalom
Michael Warshivsky Alternative Information Center
Dr. Edna Gorney Isha L'Isha - Haifa Feminist Center
Fathia Sageer General secretary of the Movement of Democratic Women in Israel
Dr. Asher Davidi Tel Aviv University
Prof. Dani Filc Ben Gurion University
Dr. Ishai Menuchin Director of The Public Committee Against Torture.

Dr. Ahmad Massarwi
Dr. Ofer Cassif Hebrew University
Dr. Hatim Kanaaneh Physicians for Human Rights - Israel
Hillel Schenker Co-editor of Palestine-Israel Journal
Uri Weltmann Teacher

International Delegates
Alfred Marder Honorary President of the International Association of Peace Messenger Cities
(USA)
Prof. Tadatoshi Akiba Former Mayor of Hiroshima and Chairperson of the Middle Powers
Initiative (JAPAN)
Jacqueline Cabasso Director of Western States Legal Foundation Working for Peace &
Justice in a Nuclear Free World (USA)
Michelle Demessine French Senate member
Wolfgang Gehrcke Member of the German Bundestag
Dr. Henry Lowendorf US Peace Council
Dusan Stojanovic Deputy Secretary General of the International Association of Peace
Messenger Cities (SLOVENIA)
Prof.Fanny-Michaela Reisin President of the International League for Human Rights FIDH/AEDH (GERMANY)
Mathilde caroly Communist Party of France, Foreign Relationships
Aymeric Duvoisin Communist Party of France
Irene Eckert Working Circle for Peace Policy (GERMANY)
Mamadou Diop Mouvement Senegalais de la Paix, Secretaire aux relations exterieures
(SENEGAL)
Cathy Goodman US Peace Council (QATAR)
Odile Hugonot Haber The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom,Co-chair of
the Middle East Committee (USA)
Mario Franssen Mouvement Intal Beweging (BELGIUM)
Giorgos Koukoumas AKEL (CYPRUS)
Harri Gruenberg Die Linke (GERMANY)
Zisis Zannas SYRIZA (GREECE)
Edouard Brion, Mouvement Chretien pour la Paix (BELGIUM)
Madelyn Hoffman Executive Director of NJ Peace Action (USA)
Jeffrey Klein MA Peace Action (USA)
Olivette Mikolajczak AMPGN (IPPNW) (BELGIUM)
Teodora Velichkova Youth Organization of Socialist Party of Bulgaria

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sign the Global Petition for Peace in the Middle East at:
http://wmdfz.org/news_post.php?id=5
For more information see: www.wmdfz.org
or write to: haifawmdfz@gmail.com

