ENDORSING THE U.S. CONFERENCE OF MAYORS RESOLUTION “CALLING FOR U.S. LEADERSHIP IN GLOBAL ELIMINATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND REDIRECTION OF MILITARY SPENDING TO DOMESTIC NEEDS”

WHEREAS, the City of ________________________ is charged with protecting the health, safety, and welfare of its residents, and

WHEREAS, nearly a quarter of a century has passed since the end of the Cold War, yet an estimated 17,300 nuclear weapons, 94% of them in the possession of the United States and Russia, continue to pose an intolerable threat to humanity; and

WHEREAS, in April 2009, President Barack Obama declared in Prague, “as the only nuclear Power to have used a nuclear weapon, the United States has a moral responsibility to act. We cannot succeed in this endeavor alone, but we can lead it, we can start it. So today, I state clearly and with conviction America’s commitment to seek the peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons” and

WHEREAS, adherence to the 1968 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons commits each State Party “to pursue negotiations in good faith on effective measures relating to cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarmament”; and

WHEREAS, the past year has brought new international opportunities to pursue negotiations for elimination of nuclear arsenals, including: a working group established by the United Nations General Assembly to develop proposals for multilateral nuclear disarmament negotiations; the first-ever summit-level meeting of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to nuclear disarmament scheduled for September 26, 2013; and an historic series of international conferences focused on the devastating humanitarian effects of nuclear weapons, the first hosted by Norway and attended by 127 countries, the next to be hosted by Mexico in early 2014; and

WHEREAS, the Administration’s FY 2014 budget request of $7.87 billion for Department of Energy Nuclear Weapons Activities represents an increase of nine percent above the 2012 enacted level – in inflation-adjusted dollars, the highest amount ever; and 

WHEREAS, in 2012, during a time of continuing domestic financial hardship, the U.S. spent $682 billion on its military, as much as the next 11 top spenders combined, accounting for nearly two-fifths of the world total; and 

WHEREAS, the budget sequester enacted in March is imperiling the economic recovery in cities, with cuts to federal programs such as Community Block Development Grants, Section 8 Housing Vouchers, and Head Start forcing cities, local agencies and non-profits to lay off staff, reduce or eliminate services, delay infrastructure projects and reduce program benefits to low and moderate income families; and

WHEREAS, the United States Conference of Mayors at its June 2013 Annual Meeting unanimously adopted a resolution “Calling for U.S. Leadership in Global Elimination of Nuclear Weapons and Redirection of Military Spending to Domestic Needs;” 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of________________________ commends the U.S. Conference of Mayors for its bold vision and leadership in recognizing that our nation’s deep economic crisis can only be addressed by adopting new priorities to create a sustainable economy for the 21st century, and ENDORSES its resolution “Calling for U.S. Leadership in Global Elimination of Nuclear Weapons and Redirection of Military Spending to Domestic Needs;” and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the clerk of the City of ________________________ is directed to transmit copies of this resolution to the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the President of the United States, and our Congressional Representatives. 

[The U.S. Conference of Mayors resolution “Calling for U.S. Leadership in Global Elimination of Nuclear Weapons and Redirection of Military Spending to Domestic Needs” is attached.]
