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About the Author

Cecile Pineda was born in Harlem, the daughter of a scholarly Mexi-
can father, and a Swiss-French mother. Her language of origin is
French.

After some twelve years of producing and directing her own experi-
mental theater company, Pineda began to write fiction. Her novels
have been critically acclaimed, with Face winning the Common-
wealth Club of California Gold Medal—a record for first fiction, the
Sue Kaufman Prize, and a National Book Award Nomination. Her
picaresque novel, The Love Queen of the Amazon, written with a
NEA Fiction Fellowship was named a Notable Book of the Year by
The New York Times. Other novels include Frieze, set in 9™ century
India and Java; Fishlight, a fictional memoir of childhood, and two
mononovels, Bardo99 in which the 20" century passes through a
bardo state; and Redoubt, a meditation on gender. Her play, Like
Snow Melting in Water, set in contemporary agrarian Japan, centers
on themes of displacement and ecological collapse. It will see pro-
ductions in India and Thailand in 2012.

Pineda has been an anti-war activist from early life. More than ever,
she has turned her attention to issues affecting the sustainability of
the planet. Devil’s Tango: How I learned the Fukushima Step by Step
is Pineda’s anguished dissection of the nuclear industry seen through
the lens of the industrial and planetary disaster now unfolding at Fu-
kushima Daiichi. A crazy quilt of multiple voices, pieced together
day-by-day, it reflects her attempt to come to terms with Fukushima’s
catastrophic consequences to the planet.

Visit her website at cecilepineda.com

Cecile Pineda has generously agreed to donate profits from the sale of the first 100 copies of
Devil’s Tango to Western States Legal Foundation (WSLF). If you can’t make the March 24
book launch, you can order a signed copy by returning this form, with a check made out to
WSLF in the amount of $21.00 ($16.95 plus shipping and handling) per book.
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